[ ConFIDENTIAL. 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS. 


JULY 14—JULY 24, 1875. 


Tax Kavi Vachan Sudhd for June (but received on the | 
\ 24th J uly) criticises with great severity a proposal it sup- of 
; poses the Secretary of State to have made regarding the . 
extending the limit of age in favour of European candidates 
for the civil service and abolishing competition. The editor 
writes :—‘ The invidious distinction between the two races in a 
fair field of intellectual culture, where every one should be 
at liberty totry his fortune, is an act of gross injustice, and is 
calculated to widen the gulf of natural hatred and rancour. 
What. is: worse is that the competitive system is to be super- 
seded by the accursed system of nomination. The ever-shift- 
ing policy of the British Cabinet is becoming the order of 
the day, and instead of that freedom of action which the 
constitutional policy of England requires, an ungenerous 
partiality towards their own race, and apathy and unfriend- 
, liness towards the natives, are fast growing up in the minds — 
of our rulers.” 


The same paper publishes a drama intended to expose 
‘and chastise the prevalent use of spirituous liquors in India. 
The writer says that even native gentlemen of the higher 
classes and pandits are beginning to-imbibe a taste for them. 
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‘he Almora Akhbdr of the 15th July deprecates the 
Proposed transfer of the headquarters of Garhwa4l from its 
present site. The same paper complains of the operation of 
the Stamp Act on the ground that it is oppressive to the 
poor. 


The Akhbdr-i-Anjuman-i-Pdnjdb of the 16th July again 
comments upon the bad consequences resulting from the im- 
perfect acquaintance of European officers with the vernacu- 
lar, the chief of which is that it prevents “‘ free and familiar 
intercourse” between Europeans and Natives. — 


Among the requests made of Government are the aboli- 
tion of the Stamp Act as being oppressive (by the Almora 
Akhbar): the establishment of some complete system of 
vernacular telegraphs (Iftikhdr-ul-Akhbdr) : the _encourage- 
ment of the native system of medicine by the general estab- 
lishment of dispensaries, &c., under hakims of repute (Aligarh 
Institute Gazette): the general employment of the sons of 
Ka4zis in subordinate judicial posts in preference to.“ common 
people” (Urdu Akhbdr): special legislation against adultera- 
tion of the precious metals (Rohilkhand Ahhbdr). 


\_ The Sadddarsh of the 19th J uly calls for “a fixed and 
definite policy” in the dealings of Government with feuda- 
tory princes. “The action of Government in the case of the 
unfortunate ex-G&ekwér has proved the necessity for this 
beyond the possibility of a doubt. The Governor-General 
in Council charged Mahfréja Malhar Rao with an act of dis- 
loyalty to the British Crown, which consisted in the alleged 
attempt at poisoning the British representative at his Court. 
So far the action of the Government was quite in accordance 
with the powers expressly reserved to it, and commanded the 
approval of all right-thinking men. When, however, the case 
against the Gaekwar was ripe to go up before a High Com- 
‘mission of Inquiry, three minor charges were added to the ort- 
ginal imputation of disloyalty, Having regard to the terms of 
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Her Gracious Majesty’s Proclamation and Lord Canning’s 
Sanads, the Government of India was not competent to try 
the Mahar&ja for carrying on intercourse with the Residency 
servapts, or for having tampered with them. Not to stop 
here, when Lord Northbrook and his Councillors found that 
the native members of the Baroda Commission had the 
audacity to stand in the way of the accomplishment of their 
masterly stroke of policy which, by the show of a trial, con- 
templated at once the removal of Malhaér Rfo and the conci- 
liation of native public opinion, they stultified themselves, 
confessed that the appointment of the Commission was a huge 
blunder, and, reverting to the position as it stood in June, 
1874, dethroned the unfortunate prince on the old pleas of his 
misconduct and misgovernment. In other words, as has been 
shown on previous occasions, the Government of India tried 
the Mah4raja on one issue and condemned him on another. 
* © * §ince the promulgation of the Barodé decision, 
the relations which subsist between the paramount power and 
the feudatory chiefs have assumed a new phase. It is doubtful 
if, the next time the Government is called upon to decide the 
case of another native:prince who may fall into a scrape, it 
may not shift its. ground, and deal with the matter in a new 
way. It may either implicitly accept the report of an 
imbecile political officer without giving the accused prince an 
opportunity of making his defence, as Lord Lawrence—to the 
disgust of all lovers of fair-play—did in the case of the 
éx-Naw&b of Tonk; or, they may insult and expel from the 
British territory a feudatory chief who may for some reasom 
decline to attend the Viceroy’s Darbér, as Lord Mayo did in 
the case of the Mahér4ja of Jodhpur, on the occasion of the 
Ajmere Darbar in October, 1870; or, they may profess to 
give an accused prince a fair trial, while his dethronement is 
already a foregone conclusion, and mav ultimately, by shift- 
ing their ground, undo him, as Lord Northbrook has done in 
the case of Malhfér Rao. The unsettled state of things which 
permits this being done is not of course desirable. It produces 
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very: serious evils, upon which it is superfluous to dwell af 

length. It isnot necessary that the relations between the para- 
mount power and the subordinate princes should -be defined 
in all respects in detail. But there is nothing to prevent the 
broad features of a political policy being clearly and definitely 
laid down. Certain principles to be steadfastly adhered to on 
all oceasions. should be defined with a distinctness which | 
should leave no room for the possibili ty of mi isunderstandin; g. 
It should, for instance, be laid down beyond dispute under 
what circumstances a native prince shall be Hable to dethrone- - 
ment—to what extent the paramount power and its represen- 
tatives shall be competent to interfere in matters of internal 
administration—and how, when any charge is brought against 
a chief, the case is to-be inquired into. Native chiefs will 
then understand their position, and cease to be at the mercy 
of the Political Officers accredited to their Courts.” : 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd proposes, among other arrange- 
ments for the Prince of Wales’ reception, that at Benares he 
should be entertained with various religious exhibitions, and 


that an assemblage of pandits, &e., should be invited to col- 
lect'to welcome and bless His Royal Highness. 


The Iftikhér-ul-Akhbédr of the 15th July refers to “the 
religious dispute which has arisen among the Shias and Sun- 
nis of J aunpur, owing to the former having introduced a 
phrase signifying that Ali is the Khalif of the prophet 
‘“‘ without any intervener” ( U2 a, ) “in their summons to 
_ prayer, and repeated it aloud in two different places in the 
city. ‘ As this is the same as denying the Khalifate of the 
other successors of Muhammad who preceded Ali, a reli gious 
ill-feeling has sprang up among the two sects.” 
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